tinues the line as an outstanding general intensive care text.
The text contains a well-balanced presentation of both medical and surgical intensive care issues. By setting small content areas in a large number of chapters, individual topics can be located and covered in a short period. The editors and authors are overwhelmingly North American, and this is reflected in the content, though the overall medical-surgical balance is more appropriate to a general ICU than some other American texts. Despite a large number of authors there is little unnecessary duplication of content and writing styles are complementary. The grouping and sequencing of subject areas is well done and has been improved in several areas compared with the third edition. References are comprehensive and diagrams are generally well presented.
Considering its publication only three years after release of the previous edition, there has been a moderate degree of revision. Some chapters appear to have been quite extensively rewritten, while others are near-identical to those in the third edition. A number of chapters have been deleted and their contents subsumed into other areas; some topics have been presented as new chapters.
With few references dated after 1996, there have been developments in basic sciences and clinical practice which are not reflected in the text-a consequence of the time involved in coordinating such a large number of authors, I suspect. As with prior editions of Intensive Care Medicine there is a lamentable absence of any paediatric component.
Overall this is an excellent general reference text in adult intensive care. Access to a copy would be valuable for those preparing for the Faculty Examination though cost and the need for supplemental study materials in paediatric critical care may preclude individual ownership. As a reference for a general ICU library it is highly recommended.
M This is an excellent book reflecting current international practice in paediatric anaesthesia. It contains 23 chapters addressing all areas of practice including the immediate recovery period, immediate postoperative intensive care, pain management in children and the issues surrounding day-stay surgery and anaesthesia and sedation outside the operating room.
The editors and the 33 contributors, one third from the staff of The Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital, London and the remainder from Europe, Australia, U.S.A. and Canada, have achieved their aims as stated in the preface to the second edition of this book and have produced a book which is "a readily accessible and readable source of information on modern paediatric anaesthesia to help anaesthetists, including trainees, to understand the problems that the specialty presents, together with suggested methods of management. It is hoped that general anaesthetists with an interest in children will find much of value in the book, and will be helped to identify those areas of practice that may best be managed in specialized centres. The specialist anaesthetist will find it a useful reference text."
As stated, "The advice given is of a largely practical nature." The contributors "have been carefully selected because of their ability to express themselves clearly and give sound, safe advice."
It will be a welcome addition to both personal and departmental libraries. It is good value for money and in one text includes information that in our current departmental library would require several texts. A minor criticism is some inaccurate numbering of reference citations at the end of several chapters.
M Peripheral Nerve Blocks is a text and colour atlas written in a "handbook" style. It comprises four major sections detailing general concepts, single injection, continuous infusion and paediatric blocks. The book has contributions from many authors and is comprehensive in the range of blocks described. It is a concise, well-written text with great appeal to the student and experienced operator alike. Practical technique, anatomical landmarks and detailed illustrations or photographs are used to describe each block. The authors also include "practical tips" for each block, which reflects their practical experience, and proves very useful for the reader. Several approaches are discussed including the use of 714 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 28, No. 6, December 2000 
